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TO THE HEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
O RE=-STUDY OF POLICY

Dear A)MMQ -

Dr, Cleland asks me to send you the sttached draft of
the Policy Committes's report. Fe writess "Comments and suge
gested changes would be welcome as soon as possible, If regEponses
are prompt 1% might be poszsible to have a mesting of the commitiee
the first week in Sepbember, or earlier if they desire, The only
day I am nob free 4o be awmy from Washinzton is Sepbember 2, My
plan is to lsave D, C. en route to Cairo on the morning of
Segptember 8, hoing to Princeton for the Colloquium on Iglamic
Gulture for Sephember 8, § and 10; sailing the llth. Until the
sommities 1s heard frou, I woald not want o send copies to Cmiro.
Bub e scon 83 the commithes approves, the report can bs sexk Lo
valro for study by Cownoil. I hope the finel form can be ready in
time for study and action by the Trushoees in November,"

Dre Qlesland's address iz 3511 Joselyn Strest, ¥. .
Taahington 15, Da. G,

%Will you plesse let me know on the enclosed postal whether
you could meet with Dr. Cleland here in the Philadelphia offics on
Septomber 3rd or 4th? The University would cover your expenses,
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CONFIDENTIAL
July 22, 1953

HEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON POLICY

The Board of Trustees on November 7, 1952 passed the following resolution,
Minute No, 703, "thet the Chairman appoint 2 commitiee to consider the matter of a
survey of the University in the light of the purpose of the founders and in the
Llight of the present situation looking toward the future, and that this committee
be given power to co-opt other members and then to report to the Board,®

Preliminary discussion had brought out the fact that (1) no serious review of
the University's position had been made since that preceding its foundation 33 years
ago, (2) conditions in the Near Hast and the Arab world in this period had changed
profoundly,- political, soccilological, religious, economic and educational, (3) certain
factors and agencies had of recent years come into the picture, such as the
Hockefeller and Ford Foundations, the great oil companies, the United States
Informetion Service, the Technical Cooperation Administration, the United Nations,
etc., (4) the basis for the financial support of bhe present and future departments
had undergone changes, and (5} the new president for the University would be helped
by a statement repgarding future podicy.

The committee as appointed consisted of lessrs, Cleland, Chairman, Calverley,
Harbison, Steele, Van Vleck, and Mrs. Stevenson, Heetings of the comnittee were
held on January 23, 1953 in New York, and on Mareh 20 in Philadelphia, when the scope
and draftingof the report were decided upon. The report as finally adopted by the
committee is submibtted herewith,

THE ORIGIN OF A,U.C.

The American University at Cairo began its work in 1920, following a movement
which originated in the Americaﬁ;ﬁnited Presbyterian Mission in Egypt about 1899, and
which was followed by a careful study of the situation in the Near East in 1912, and
eventually the organization of a University Board of Trustees in 1915, The global

setting in which these developments took place is reviewed briefly as follows,
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Buropean civiligzation was dominant throughout the world, The economic and
military power of the United Kingdom, France, Germany and Holland kept the diverse
races and culbtures, especially the Muslim areas, under control, DNon-Europeans were
generally regarded as subject races and inferior, Any slight offense against the
dignity or sovereignty of the colonial powers was likely to lead to a crushing retri-
bution, The expansive ambitions of Furope were such as to cause indeed, at timss,
incidents of provocation to be sought by the Powers as excuses for the extension of
their authority. This dominence of the world by the Christian nations and the
resulting security in travel and foreign residence opened the door wide for the
Church's foreign missions which spread from Europe and North America to most none
Christian lands, Generally, the attitude toward non-Europeans was expressed by the
phrase, "bthe white man's burden," President McKinley had stated that the function of
the United States in the Philippines was ™o Christianize and eivilize them,"

With reference to the Near East, Turkey had suffered serious setbacks when she
lost Tripolitania to Italy in 1912 and large areas in the Balkans in the same Fears
Semi~autonomous Egypb and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan were controlled by the British,
Occasional massacres of Armenian Christians in Turkey (1£96,1909,1915) and the con-
stant Insecurity of Christians who were regerded locally as subversives and as aiding
indigenous political discontent, led toc a great deal of sympathy for them in the
United States and Western Burope. The main efforts of the Christian missions in the
Near Bast had focused in the early days on the Oriental Christian comminities; but
a movement to evangelize Muslims began to gain gbrength, as evidenced at the Cairo
(1906), Edinburgh {1910) and Lucknow (1911) conferences., Developing interest in a
Christian approach to Islam was manifested in the activities of certain Christian
leaders whose enthusiasm is reflected in their writings, W. 4. T. Gairdner wrote

The Reproach of Islam, &. M. Zwemer wrote voluminously of the degradation of Muslim

culture and the need for Christian evangelism, George Innes, one of the founders of

the American University at Cairo, wrote The Hand of a Cruel Lord, and described Islam
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in no complimentary terms, The Nile Mission Press was founded in Cairo to print
Christian lditerature in Arabic with an appeal to Muslims,
The general attitude of the Christian missionaries in Egypt is reflected in the

following quotation from the Handbook on Foreign Missions, 1910:

"The evangelization of the lMoslems, who form about 93 per cent
of the population of the country, is the great problem before the
missionary in Egypt. The outlook for this work is becoming more and
more hopeful. Each year the wane of the Crescent becomes mors evident,
There 1s a general feeling among missionaries that the complete downfall
of Islam is only a matter of time and they ask for re-enforcements, not
80 much to insure it as to hasten it."
The general position in the Near Fast as of 1912, related to the founding of the

University, is described by Charles R, Watson in his Heport of the Visit of the

Corresponding Secretary to Egypt and the Levant, from which the following quotations

are made:

"It cannot be denied that during the past three decades Egypt has
been the ;bgt favored of all the countries of the Near East, The reason
lies in the éfiﬁish occupation of Zgypt. Few would dispute tihe superiority
of British occuﬁéﬁipn over French, Russian or Ttalian occupation, while
its supsriority ovef"either Turkdsh rule or Arab rule, which obtain in
other lands of the Near East, is almost immeasurable, Egypt, therefore,
the one land of the Near East fully occupied by Great Britain, enjoys and
has now enjoyed for more than a quarter of a century, signal advantages
for progress and development,... | i

"In Egypt as nowhere else in thékﬁbslem vworld, Christianity may come
into direct touch with Islam and make free use of every fair argumeni or
influence~~whether intellectual, moral, philanuhropic or spiritual-—to

challenge the position and power of Islam, The Brltlsh ‘ogcupation safee

guards the life and property of the Christisn missionary, it\énﬁeavors to
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maintain»religious liberty, thus allowing the Moslem inquirer freedom to
press his search after. truth, and it protects him from death, if not from
social persecution, should he accéﬁ% Christ. and confess Him.uee

"The uplifting influence of Government educabion upon Moslem life
in Egypt cught;,hewevﬁ§4,to be recognized. AsProfessor.MeSlenshan remarked:
1411 education and. gnllghtenmant ig-a-blow-to-Islamy and we should réjoice
in-dhet- Sﬁ‘k%mﬁ%, the old type of Islam in Egypt is being vitally affected
not only by Missions bub also by the introduction of Western scientific
knowledge through Government s5choolSe..s

4(5} One of the primary objects of the educational survey which
has been described was to examine into the proposal which had been before
the Mission and the Board for some years, namely, the establishment of a
Christian University in Bgypte. The first formal statement,...was the
following issued by the Cairo missionaries in 1899 or shortly before that
dates

AN ENGLISH COLIEGE IN CAIRCeco.

“%hat is wanted then, is an institution in which the pupils would
receive thorough training and instruction in science, philosophy, history,
Uterature, Christian ethics, etc,, under competent teachers and in the
English langusge, the institution to be founded on the broad foundation
of evangelical Christianity, and its rules and regulations and insbruction
to be in conformity therewith, while at the same time pupils of all religions
wuld equally enjoy all the privileges and facilities for acquiring & liberal
education.,:."

The Report then continuss:

#(3) To establish at Cairo, a Christian University which will provide
all Egypt and even North Africa and the Arabiec-speaking world with the

highest education under Christian auspices,
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Among the considerations which have led irresistibly to this

last proposal are the following:

“(a) In all North Africa, there is no Christian University.
Here are 24,000,000 people at least, using a common language, whose needs
for Christian education are becoming more acute daily and whose fubure
leaders must ulbtimately require the highest education, No other
missionary agency in North Africa is preparing to meet this need,

#(b) A second argument lies in the strategic relations to
Islam which a Christian University at Cairo would possess. If
Constantinople has been the political center of Islam, and Mecca its
religicus center, Egypt is pre~eminently the intellectual center., This
is a fact acknowledged throughout the Moslem world and is directly
connected with the existence at Caire of the great Moslem University,
Al-Azhar, Where Islam has carried its educational development farthest,
there, at that very point, should Christianity present the best it
possesses of Christian educabtion, Both the strategy of Christian missions
and the challenge of Islam require this,

"(c) A third consideration is that the development of educa~
tional missionary work in Egypt during the past half century now calls
imperatively for an institubtion of the highest education.ee.

n(d) glt\glso-appears that an institution of higher education
is required as ankavéﬁgelistid-aggﬂcy, The higher classes of Egyptian

soclety and especial]y‘of Mbsl&m sobiety_éannot be reached at present by

any other method of work. Yeb ghagg must be éﬁénge;;zed and we have no
right to neglect them, no matter how\éifficult the meﬁﬁS&;-or laborious
the task. é
“Thékinstituticn is to be established for the very purpose of revealing

Christ Lo menowse All that requires to be developed, of character, of
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professional training, of gift for every form of true service-all that
is needed to realize in humanity, particularly in that part of it which is
now the Moslem world, and most especially in Egypt, the will and thought
of Christ for that part of the world—all this is to be the supreme passion
and objective of this great institution., Its aim and objective are nothing
less than the Kingdom of Godsvsan

"If now an answer to the question is asked along educational lines,
it will not be possible to give so definite an answer, for the character
of the institution must in large measure depend upon constant experiment
and study, and be the outcome of a continuous search after the highest
services that can be rendered through Christian education. It seems
obvicus that there must be what we would call a Collsgiate Department,
and then also a Professional side to the proposed Universityeaes

"Among the professional or post graduate courses which have been
proposed as being required to minister to the needs of Egypt's present-day
development, the following may be mentioned:

Teacher training, history, theory and practice of educations

Engineering in relation to agriculture, hydraulics,

Cormercial science, business administration, banking, commercial law.

Journalism, editordal work, advertising,

Bibliecal theology.

Law,
It will be noticed that Medicine is not mentioned. Some urge this, but the
majority counsel a postponement, for the present at least, of all thought
of a Medical Department on the ground of its great expense and especially
on the ground that affiliation and co-operation with the Syrian Protestant
College at Beirut will doubtless be possible, thus making available for

those desiring medical training the splendid equipment of the Medical School
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at Beirut. It is also rumored thabt Govermment plans in Egypt contemplate

a new Hospital and Medical School at Cairo to cost $15,000,000.4060"

From the Findings of the Generel Conference of the Amsrican Mission, 1912,
the following paragraph is quoted:

"5s To provide for the needs of the highest Christian education in

Egypt, we believe that an institution of higher education should be established

in the Delba, with a foundation and with resources making possible its

development into a Christian University for the entire Vallsy of the Nile.

Such an institution would, of course, mset immediate needs for higher Christian

education in Calre and the Delta, but more especially is it needed as a capw

stone to 2ll Christian and missionary effort in the Nile Valley and to the
extensive and well organized system of Christian sducation which exists in

Egypbv as a result of the past fifty years of American missiocnary effort. It

is demended by the total absence of any Christian University either in Egypt

or in all Northern Africa, If adequately equipped, its establishment in

bgypt and at Cairo--the educational center of Islamewould be of strategic

value to Christian missions throughout the world in connection with every

effort to reach the Moslem world,”

The first name used for promoting the project was "The Cairo Christian University,”
but the growing prestige of the United States in international affairs following
World War I under Woodrow Wilson's leadership with his Fourteen Points, and the
national reputation for championing freedom for colenial peoples, led the Trustees
to adopt the title before its formal opening in 1920 of "The American Undiversity at
Cairos" This was in line with the times as the Syrian Protestant College also dropped
its religious adjective and became "The American University of Beirut.®

It is obvious from the preceding that the original plan for the American

University at Calro was that it should be the "capstone of the missionary educational

pyramid! in the Nile Valley and furnish both undergraduate and professional courses
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of study for Christians and Muslims of BEgypt and adjacent lands, including training
in biblical theology, and develop leadership for a highwgrade evangelistic movement
to win the Muslim world, or at least the Arab portion of it, to Christ.

The founders of AUC had evolved the University concept from that of a local
missionary college in the Delta of Egypt to the greater perspective of an inter—
denominational university for the Arabic-speaking area. Cairo, as the intellectuzl
center of Arab culture, was selected as the place for the university, which could
be reached more easily in Cairo than in any other Near Eastern city, as things stood
at that time, It was intended to develop a wmodern university on American and
Christisn lines that would train young men and women from the Near East and fit them
for eventual participation in the 1ife of their home countries, The fact of location
in Egypt naturally demanded that much accommodation be made with the Egyptian Govern—
ment for the needs of many types of people who live in Egypt; but in order to assure
the predominance of the plan to serve the Arab world and not to be distracted by non-
Arab elements, emphasis was placed on the Arabic language and culbure, and a limit
was set fo the number of students excused from taking this course, Students from
cutside of Egypt were encouraged to enroll and one of the earliest graduates was a
boy from Mecca itself, Others have come from Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Yemen, Irag,
the Sudan and Bthiopia, nob to mention occasional registrations from Malaysia, Iran,
Turkey, lebanon, China, Uganda, Morocco, et al, The intermational Arab area and its
needs were to be the raison d'etra of the new university,

CHANGING CONDITIONS

To what extent did this plan prove to be practicable and how did events modify

it? Simulbaneously with the opening of the first classes in 1920, the political and

social climate of Ggypt was undergoing a profound change which extended to neighboring
lands as well, This process has been accelerating over the past 35 years and especisl-

1y since World War II. Iet us note some of these changes,
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le The effects of the mass of the population on political, soeial and
spiritual condlitions have come into our perspective to any accurate degree only
within the last generation. Two gensrations ago, when the Student Volunteer Movew
ment {which greatly affected many student minds in the early years of the Twentieth
Century) came into being, "the evangelization of the world in this generation™
seemed a matter of simple arithmetic, Enough missionaries in each non-Christian
country would do the job in 33 years. But other factors were at work which made
the arithmetical approach unreliable, The influence of medical discoveries on health,
longevity, the control of epidemics by international quarantine, the stepping up of
economic production, the increase in educatlon, the speeding up of transportation
and commnications, all contributed markedly to the reduction of deaths without any
corresponding reduction in the number of births, with the result that populations in
many countries have been increasing at a rapid rate, frequently doubling in 50 to 60
years, The areas most affected by this trend are those inhabited by non-Christian
peoples who were under European controls, such as India, Pakistan, Egypt and Indonesia.
The attached table of estimated religious populations gives an idea of what has been
happening since 1890, Non~Christian populations have inereased much more rapidly
than Christian. Muslims increased 78 percent while Protestants were increasing only
35 percent and the tobtal world papulatidn 62 percent, Bgyptls total population
{90 percent Muslim} has increased by 200 percent since l%gga Concurrently with all
the many changes mentioned above, the mumber of people participating in them and

affected by them has multiplied astonishingly.
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THE WORID'S RELIGIONS

1890 1950 Percentage
7 of % of of
Number Tobal Number Total Increase
Roman Catholics 230,866,533 1.1 421,340,901 18,2 g2
Protestant 143,237,625 10 193,014,595 83 35
Bastern Orthodox Churcheslog’976’000 7.2 127,629,986 5.5 Eﬁ
Total Christians 477,080,158 41,985,482 55
Jaws 7,186,000 Oa5 11,303,350 Ou5 57
Muslims 176,834,372 1244 315,699,103 13,6 78,5
Hindu 190,000,000 13.3 255,715,506 1.1 35
Buddhist 147,900,000 10.5 150,300,000 602 1.6
Confucian 256,000,000 17.8 300,289,500 13.1 18
Taoist 43,000,000 3 50,053,200 262 16
Shinto 14,000,000 1l 25,000,000 i 6l
Others 117,681,669 Be?2 468,672,859 20.3 297
TOTAL 1,429,682,199 100.,0 2,319,019,000 100.0 62

Source: The World Almanac, 1892 and 1951,
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2. On the political side a profound and even revolutionary change has taken
place in the position of the great empires, particularly those of Europe., Two world
wars have greatly weakened then militarily and economically, so that they have had to
release their holds on former colonies. Germany, Italy and Turkey have disappsared
completely as empires, France has withdrawn from Syria and Lebanon, and Britain from
Egypt, Palestine, India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, and is further relaxing her hold
in the Sudan and West Africa, The Briiish Empire has been largely converted into the
British Commonwealth of Nations, Holland has granted independence to Indonesia.
Japan's empire also has vanished, European prestige has declined everywhere,

But an unexpected shift has ocourred, due to which the United States f{inds
itself as the strongest power of the free nations, and in consequence thrust into the
position of leadership against the threatening power of the Communist bloc led by the
USSE and fed by the ruthless exploitation of enslaved masses bshind the iron curbtain.
Whether in the United Nations or cutside, the United States is the spearhead for every
move to curb the growing power of Russia, This situstion lsads to many unhappy differ—
ences of opinion as to methods and timing betwsen the United States and its friends
in the common struggle for the freedom of peoples. As a result of this trend, the
name "America" has come to be assoclated more with politicel and military policies than
with strict benevolence and disinterested championship of social welfare, Even the
United States ald programs under MSA and TCA are regarded in some areas as motivated
entirely by the need for the defense of the United States, This postwar precipitation
of America into the political arena has naturally focused attention primarily on her
political functions and thereby somewhat prejudiced the position of her non-political
and private activities,

The creation of the Unitsd Nations in which the United States has taken a
leading part, has brought together in close association for political, economic,

cultural and welfars activities the governments of sixty nations of whom ten are
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distinctively Muslim and fifteen others have to reckon with substantizl Muslim
minorities, American representatives in the many activities of the UN and its
specialized agencies mainbain constant contacts on behalf of the United States with
most of the countries of the world in many different types of service., The fact
that 35.12% of the UN budget is paid by the United States brings the vast problems
of the world annually to the doors of Congress for review in connection with further
appropriations,

A principal feature of the postwar international pelitical atmosphere ig
the cold war. Propaganda campaigns of world-wide scope and with a virulence never
before known are affecting all our national activities, Every educational policy
has to take these official pronouncements into account and the youth is universally
affected by both the mental attitudes developed and the requirements for military
and other defense services. As never befors, ideological considerations are coloring

all aspects of national 1ife, and particularly public opinion and education, This

situation is a development from the uniyer®l speeding up of comuunicabions, whether
é@? travel or ssuchange of ideas, Since 1912 the time for circling the world has been
cut from 30 days to 4, and ideas go broadcast to the most distant points instanta-
neously. The airplane, radio, television, and electrical transmissions of all kinds,
and the sound film, net to mention increased literacy and reading matter, have revolu-
tionized life, and exposed men to every wind that blows.

As an instrument in this battle for the minds of men, the United States
madntains Information Services in the principal cities of the world, including the
Arab states, where through libraries, publications, news distribution, visual aids
and educational exchanges every effort is made to give an unbiased view of America,
our way of life and our global policy, This activity naturslly affects loecal opinion

about American persons and institutions, fortunately favorably in most cases,
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One ocutstanding development of the cold war and of Communist propaganda
has been 2 tendency to split the world horizontally by classes rather than vertically
by nationalities. In every country there has been the threat of class warfare, and
in some it has actually occurred. The result has been a tendency for the conscious
proletariat {(where there is one) to be oriented toward the U55R. The subileties of
the Communist line are such that many persons sre constantly supporting it, while
many others are affected by it withoub being aware of the facht, and innocently follow
along. That these horizontal divisions are spreading to the Near East is evident in
Iran and in the riots of January 26, 1952 in Cairo.

Une thing is very conspicuous in the present disturbed conditions, Vize,
that the issues of today are mainly ideclogical and are reflected in social conditions
and attitudes, Matters economlsc, political and secizl are proving to be but expressions
of deep-lying differences in basic attitudes towapd life, It is now a guestion of
other values than those measursd in money or weights or mere numbers. It is more a
guestion of emotional fixzations. What is it thab people like most and will work for
hardest? Their religion and loyalby and honor and self-respect are more to many of
them than fuller stomachs, betier health or greater posssssions, except as the latier
reflect the former. Communist propaganda plays on 21l these themes in varying degree,

3e In the field of religion generally, there has been a trend toward greater
tolerance in areas influenced by European civilization, Developments in the social
sciences have shown a fairly clear picture of religion as an element in the community's
culture which, upon analysis, may be found to have certain social values of a construce
tive type as well as other qualities of a less desirsble kind, Just as the realization
of the highest values of Christianity has been limited by collateral social counter
developments, so certain social values found in some non~Christian religions may have

very beneficial effects if Freed from the drag or distortion of outworn beliefs and
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practices, In other words, there is today less readiness to condemn a whole religious
system because of differences in theology and ritual., On the other hand, scientific
analyses of religious systems have shown where fundamental conflicts really do exist
and the attendant dangers to sociebty. This trend toward objective evaluation of
religious beliefs and practices has been associated with a growth in the philosophy
of secularism among peoples affected by Buropean civilization. The effect has been a
shift of emphasis in the scale of values from the spiritual satisfactions of conscien-
tiously following a traditional way of 1life for its own salte to the more or less
sensory or intellectual pleasures of increased personal and group comfort, For many
persons, religion is a kind of artistic curio to be admired in its historical setting
but to be kept safely on the shelf out of the way of practical everyday affairs,

When objectivity goes to this extreme, society sustains the loss of a force that might
be creative in the direction of a happier life if properly guided,

Where such trends are developing in communities with a strong traditional
religious setiing, a vacuum is ikely to occur. The intellectual who loses the sustain-
ing experience of religious feeling and fails to replace it with the necessary substitute
to maintain the function iz inclined to go adrift, Then the zealot or quack steps in
and offers a quick cure for the trouble which may arise, and such groups as the Muslim
Brotherhood, or the Green Shirts, or the Communists find fertile soil in which to grow.

The educated leaders all too often have lost the power to hold together and give direc—

tion to the deep human experiences which furnish the dynamie for healthy social growbh,
Between the extremes of religious zealotry and intolerance on the one hand,
and complacent irreligion on the other, lies a middle ground full of the Promise of
growth in the enjoyment of freedom, intellectual honesty and enthusiasm, and a vast
opportunity for honest effort in promoting good will among men of diverse culiures, as
well as their cordial cooperation in the solution of those grave problems which human~

kind shares, Here lies an opportunity for religious statesmanship,



In such 2 sebting what is the attitude of a devout Christian? The belief
that our Christian faith is mainly a means to help us endure the trials‘of life on
an incurably evil earth in the hope of escaping eventuslly from them to a pleasureful
existence in heaven has fortunabely given way to the concept that by sufficient faith
and hard work it is possible to recreate the earthly environment and make it a satis—
factory home for ourselves and our posterity. Man's intellectual and technical develop-

mervs have shown that this is possible if only man's passions can be tamed and he can

learn %o live peacefully in a narrowing world community., The basic Hebrew congept of
a good community being one where all men meticulously reverence and obey the law, the
Christian belief that the law will be fulfilled only through men learming to love God
and each other, and the Muslim conviction that men will act as brothers to each other
only if they submit to the will of God and work together to make His will untiversally
accepbable~~this common ideal and purpose suggest that the followers of these three
faiths at least should cease their traditional rivalries and bickerings and agree to
work together under God's guidance for the benefit of the human race everywhere,
One~half of the earth's population so united could powerfully direct cur-
rent trends toward universality, whether in politics, in economics, social welfare,
or other fislds. This suggests a change in attitude on the part of many elements in
all three religions. The Hebrew must become less exclusive and more catholic in his
outlook, the Christian must think in terms of changing the social order not only by
the conversion of individuals but also by the bringing together of vast grouns through -
the accommodation of their ideclogies and the reinterpretation of them, and the Muslim
must see the Christian not only as a follower of the great Prophet Jesus, who seemed to
fall back into a form of idolatry and provincialism, but as a loving child of God
imitating the Christ and unselfishly serving the Father and his brother men, As the
happy trend today is for the various branches of Christendom to unite commumnions,

this movement might be extended to include cooperation among Christians, Hebrews and
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Muslims in 211 matters stemming from their common tradltlan and in line w&th their

Yt fp BT T 'é ** [y 4

common aims for a more Godly world, If Vuhammad as a peformér of.fﬁwgﬂ.?

4
lost their way wapre-thoughl-ef-moreras & Luthers o Oatvin

a Y"false prophet " accommodation might eventually become possible, Furthermore, if the
Christ's way of life is worthy of adoption by all men, this should be achieved as much
by having the Caristian pattern of the cormunity adopted by other commmnities as by
individuals transferring from their own to the Christian commmity while the vash
majority of their fellows remain either indifferent or perhaps resentful. This does
not dmply a denial of liberty of the individual to change his religion, but does sug~
gest rather a long-range policy that might achieve the unity of Christianity and Islam
in a less remote future,

The present disorganized state of menkind resulting from the difficuliies
of ancient cultures in all parts of the world adjusting to modern pressures of many
kinds 1s 2 challenge to the heirs of the noble Hebrew-Christian-Muslim tradition to
cooperate for world unity, and at the same time overcome the threat of domination by
the narrow, bigoted, and inhuman forces of Communism,

IN THd NEAR ZAST

With the decline of the imperial powers, there has been a corresponding rise in
nationalist activiiies in the Near Zast and elsewhere., Relative to the situation pre—
War I, several surprises have developed, Legypt's eventual independence may have been
anticipated, but no one foresaw the four Aradb states of Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and
Jordan, nor the advent of Israel. Advocates of Arab independence had always anticipated
a unitary Arab state, probably including the Arabian Peninsula, Nor was the emergence
of Seudi Arabla thought possible. In 1902 Dr. Duncan B. Hacdonald wrote in his Muslim
Theology "after many dynastic changes the rule of the Wahhabites proper has almost
ceased" and "dead parties in Islam seldom rise again, and 1ife of Wahhabism has passed
into the Muslim church as a whole, Politically it has failed but the spirit of reform

remzins,’ Bubt today the rise and power of the Saudi dynasty, the conquest of the
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Hejaz, the riches from their oil resources, and the gradual liberalizing of their
ideology indicate the hazards of modern prophecy,

Likewise, those who looked forward to an easy transition to self-government have
had both surprises and disappointments, In the Near Iast efforts to adopt democratic
institutions have not been very successful, and processes of self-government have under
gone rapld changes. In five of the Arab stetes there have been recently internal
revolutions so that a1l of these states are now dictatorships, At the same time, six
Arab states participate in the political activities of the United Nations where they
have shown considerable influence at times as members of the Arab-fsisn bloec

Associated with political instability and some disillusionment regarding
democratic processes, there has been a tendency to look backward with a cerbain
nostalgia to the bright pericds of Islam and to seek to reproduce them today by re-
verting to the ideologies of those times. This movement quickly takes on a religious
cast, and a group such as the Muslinm Brotherhood comes to the fore and spreads rapidly
from Egypt to other Arsh states, Certain Muslim leaders likewise call for a return
to traditional Muslim practices ang would be glad to see all Western influences retire
from their area, Others wish to move forward on basic Islamie principles while holding
on to such benefits as Western thought and technology have introduced among them, This
latter group may be called liberal Muslims in that they continue to stress religion as
central in life in contrast to many individuals with Western training who have, as fap
a8 practice goes, become secularized. In all groups, however, there 1s an.qnquestlcned

loyalty to thelr rellgion whlcq gOes 80 deep as to mzke apcstacy -"
o 4 XY

””uggwaﬁ%@ In these cmrcum tances, a rev1val of Islam receives encouragerent and has

considerable promise of success, the form of the revival being determined somewhat by
the background and training of the individuals,

This movement is further strengthenad at the present time in that graduates of
the national universities coming forth in considerable numbers have been frustrated in

thelr ambitions to make a decent living, and are providing a serious element of
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discontent that seeks Lo solve its problems by extreme measures, whether of the
rigthst or the 1eft£ét type. The lmperial powers in the Near Fast in the last
generation having been Christian in tradition, the unsettled Muslim youth is inelined
to attribute all his troubles to them and tc want to revert to the glorious days of
Islam, which he does with great intensity of feeéling. The result of this trend has
been to create guite a different atmosphere relative to Christian ideas and missions
than existed in the days of EBuropean dominance,

On the economic side, marked changes have occurrved. The very rapid growth in
total population, the change from colonial controls to national, the Iimitations on
international trade in the postwar era, the failure of circumstances to provide
adequate employment opportunities for the intellectuals, and coincidental with these
conditions the expension of facilities of all kinds for commnicabion, accompanied
by radio propaganda from many quarters—all these factors in wvarying degrees have
produced an unsbable political and social situation that needs constant attention.

Leadership in many respects is being provided through the Arab League, cone
sisting of Egypt, ILibya, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraqg, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, in
which Egypt exerts a preponderant influence. The League is active not only in
political matters buit also coordinates economic and cultural affairs. Af the present
time plans are belng made for unifying the Arabic broadcasting systems, standardizing
school curricula and text bocks, and developing travel facilities by making a system
of hard surface roads connecting the member stotes and financed by tolls, Social
welfare programs are being developed and three social seminars under UN ausplces
have been held in Beirut, Cairo and Damascus.

The creation of the state of Israel by the UN in 1948 and its suppert by the
United States zre greatly resented by the Arab peoples who have been stirred to
question the motives and methods of Americans showing an interest in them, On the
other hand, the success of Point IV activities is helping to create a more equable

climate, However, it is likely that tension between the Arab League states and



- 18 -

Israel will continue for many years or until the deep wounds inflicted on the souls and
bodies of £00,000 Arab refugees have either been healed or forgotten. American institu-
tions in the Arab area will have to live with and adjust to this situation for an ine
definite period,

In the field of education, very profound changes have been taking place., Govern-
ment policies have moved ahead rapidly, In Egypt,.primary and secondary education are
now free, teschnical education on a secondary level has expanded, and state universities
have been founded, When AUC was opened in 1920, government schools, elementary,
primary and secondary, enrolled 289,027 pupils, compared to 1,136,562 in 1950-51. In
1920, government schools registered 5,000 girls in the primary and 28 in the secondary
grade, compared to 70,854 primary and 13,582 secondary in 1947. Vocational schools
in 1920 had 15,000 students, and 200,000 in 1950, In 1920, the Ministry of Education
was allowed two percent of the national budget (IE 1,013,503), compared to 16 percent
in 1951 (ILE 29,000,000),

There was no state university in Bgypt until 1925, although thers were separalcw
1y administered professional colleges. Today there are three stats universities with
full faculties enrolling 50,000 students, of whom some 3,000 are women, A fourth
state university is being planned for Assiut, and it is reported that funds are being
collected to found a Coptic University in Cairo,

In other Arab countriss education is moving ahead. Lebanon, Syris, Irag, and
Jordan all have active programs., Saudi Arabia is being influenced by the local demand,
but is progressing very slowly in secondary education, Libya has recently become a
nation with a very great need for an adequate school system, the education of the Arab
population having been pretty generally ignored during the Italian regime,

Private schools likewise have been expanding, especially on the higher levels,
There are now in Lebanon the American University of Beirut, the Beirut College for
Women, the Near Hast School of Theology, and the Jesuit University; in Syria, Aleppo

College (a junior college): and in Egypt, the American Girls! College and Assiut
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College, both junlor colleges, and a much expanded Victoria Gollege in Alexandria
and Cairo (a British preparatory school).

The Amerdcan University of Beirubt has had a very big growth in the past five
yeers, Their School of Medicine and Public Health has recently been greatly assisted
by Point IV funds, the Arabian-Awerican 0il Company has given them a School of
Engineering, and the Ford Foundation z School of Agriculbture., Thelr teacher training
program and courses in econontics have alsc been considerably expanded, as well as
the addition of a research activity on the modern Arab financed by the Hockefeller
Foundation,

Increased interest in the Near Zast by American concerns, oil, transportation,
trade, manufacturing, Point iV, ebcs, has opened opportunities for education under
American auspices, both as a public service and to furnish employees for their
operatlons. Furthermore, the orientation of local students toward America for
graduate study has added greztly to the prestige of American education. In 1952-53,
there were 1,761 students from the eight Arab League states attending universities
in the United States, In 1915, there wers but 4O from the same area,

THL NEEDS OF THE NEAR BAST

The needs of any country or area should determine largely the service to be
rendered by the school or university. In addition to literacy and minds trained to
reasen, the school system should prepare students fop the professions of medicine,
law, engineering, architecture, Leaching, commerce, agriculture, theology, politics,
and the civil service, The rapid growth of the Arab states creates demands for all
of these skills in varying degress; and a live university should seek to supply thein,
The national institutions in the Hear Fast are endeavoring to meet these demands,

But there is another need which receives litile emphasis and requires a type of
professional training which is selective and not usually very remunerative, This
is the need for constant study of human relations of zll kinds, accurate knowledge

of which should help materially in raising the level of living of the masses and in
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the prevention of social catastrophes, All-arcund research in the social sclences,
economics, soclology, demographyéfgizg;oﬁology, politics, history, and religion should .
be as definite a part of a university program as researches in biology and botany are
to schools of medicine and egriculture, A well exscuted program of research in the
social fields should be of great help to the Arsb states during these days of rapid
change from a tribal and village econcmy to that of an integrated modern nation,
In no national institution in the Near East are such studies being constantly and
expertly plamned and execubted. What is produced is largely due to the change of
individual interest and effort,
But, & movement is now being planned to fill this gape The Arab League is

organizing an Institubte of Higher Arab Studies to be located in Cairo and to consist
of a team of scholars representing different fields of the soclal sciences, as follows:

Law ~ Abdel Razzaq Sanhouri, Bzypt.

Geography -~ Shafiq Ghurbal, Egypt.

History — Abdul Hamid Abbadi, Hgypt.

Arablc Literature - Ishag al Hasseini, Jordan, (AUC alumnus)

soclology - .... Annus, Syria,

Economics - Said Himadeh, Lebanon,
The Director is to be Sati! Husari of irage The plan is to open the institute in
NHovember 1953, with courses of instruction on the graduate level, Half of the time of
the professors is to be given to research,

THE, POSITION OF THE CHURCH

The trend of thought and action in the Christian church is an element which needs
to be considered if AUC is to be an instrument of Christian people for advancing the
Kingdom of God. The acute theological controversies of a generation ago in American
Protestantism seem largely to have subsided and there is greater acceptance of the
social gospel as a worthy endeavor of the Church, While thinking of the salvation

of the individual, there is also considered the salvation of the commmunity, for the
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individual and the community are indispensable and complementary to each other,

What 1s good for one should be good for the other, and what is bad for one may like-
wise be bad for the other., And this applies equally as well to the small community
as to the world community, even though the personal element seems to be less intimate
and more remote in the latter. The Protestant churches recognize the individual's
right to believe as his conscience directs and to change accordingly. And as for
the community, the general assumption has been that it will change in direct pro-
portion to the number of individuals who change, To build up a Christian comunity,
many individuals would have to become confessed Christians. lMore recently a some~
what different concept has been developing, viz., that it is conceivable that the
social institutions of a community can be modified in the direction of a Christian
way of life which can be followed by many individuals who are not confessed Christians,
and at the same bime provide an environment in which gach new generation shall get
orientation toward Christianity which will abtract them and cause them in increasing
numbers to make their confessions,

In some communities, normally suspicious of Christians and perhaps hostile to the
Church to the degree of resisting any change by their individusl menbers and showing
great resentment when one doas change, an atmosphere of conflict may develop which
makes enathema any social change that may seem to be Christian., This is somﬁwhat
the position of the Muslim world today, Muslinms having been taught that they are
superior to Christians in puriiy of belief and morality, and having associated the
intimate fecling of family loyalty with the family's religion, so that to change his
religion is the acme of disloyalty and immorality. There is not, however, the same
resenbment against changing religious practices and concepts as long as the community
generally accepts the change, The element of personal loyalty does not enter, and
tensions and resentments are reduced,

There seems to be growing feeling that the traditional Protestant emphasis on

individual confessicon and conversion, while in principle admitted, has nevertheless
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been poor strategy in relation to Muslims, The poor results as measured by indi-
viduals converted is evidence supporting this position. In practice, however, the
Church in Muslim lands has made its principal contribution through its social ser—
vices in education, medicine, and community welfare activities. These services
have been gratefully accepted by the communities and vast smounts of zood will
created toward the Church. Furthermore, 2 gradual drift is observed Loward the
way of life which Christians strive for anﬂ which Muslims gladly accept in its
practical aspects if not its ideology. If a climate of cooperation and confidence
can be developed, the ideclogical differences may eventually be resolved,

If the opposite policy is followed, encouragement is given to the resurgence
of religious ideologies which is now beginning to be menifested., Too much emphasis
on controversiazl ideological points, which perhaps neither side could support
effectively in practical Life, may lead only to more hostility and separation,
whereas guiet cooperation within areas of general agreement (which are many as
between Christianity and Islam) could have happy resulis for both Christians and
Tuslims, As far as the Christian is concerned, the life of sympatly and love in a
spirit of humility and self-abnegation is the best means of witnessing to the truth
that "God is love" and that "love is the fulfilling of the law." And this applies
to the policy of the Christian instituiion as much as to the Christian as an indi-
vidual,

Some specific quotations on this point may be in order:

Cur late President Charles R. Watson, from whose Report in 1912 much has
already been quoted, addressed a meeting of the Foreign Missions Conference of North
America in January 1934 on "Do New World Conditions Challenge Changes in Missionary
HMethod and Policy?" He said in part, "We must modify our evangelistic methods and
make them more spiritual.....We challenge the inguirer to take our own theoclogical
formulas, our ecclesiatical organizations, our ritualistic forms, our social

conceptiona, instead of constantly challenging him to take the spiritual content,
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and to do creative thinking in his own racial terms, following his own racial spirit
and temper, And because human nature for the most part is willing to be managed and
wents to be told what to believe and what to do, our missionary gospel yields to the
temptation and becomes dictetorial and dogmatic where it ought to remain spiribual,
ever challenging to creative thinking, Where Christ preached prineciples, our evanw
gelism inclines to lay down rules. Where He generated life, we tend to create
organization. Against our error this new racial and naticnalistic sensibiveness is
an unconsclous probest.”

In the Conference on Work Among Moslems at Hartford, Connecticut in November
1940, the late Dr. J, Thayer Addison, an AUC Trustee, spoke as followe; "For some
time past, ..e..the missionary has grown more accusbomed to consider whabt Islam
means in the heart of bellevers, what it does for them in terms of experience, And
that shift of abttitude tends to substitute sympathy and understanding for intellsc—
tual criticism and dogmatic combab,."

At the same Conference, AUC Trustee B, E, Calverley sald, "Yes, we can reguest
as well as offer help as we go to the Muslims., We and they can live together and
work together for our common welfare in soclal, political, and religious gpheres,
and our commonwealth of value will include Christians and Muslims moving together
toward the goal of the spiritual Kingdom of God,"

This general attitude on the part of Christians has more recently been expressed
by certain hisgh church auvthorities:

2. Bishop Stephen Naill of the Church of England addressing the International
Convention of the Disciples of Christ at Portland, Oregon in July 1953 said, "It is
not enough to turn individuals into Christians., We have got to work for a social
order in which it will be possible for men to live like Christians,"

—from The Christian Century, July 29, 1953,

ba Bishop Fulton J. Sheen in the Hartford Times of February 28, 1953

wrobe, "It behooves the Western World to take cognizance of the Moslems and their
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power for good in the future of the world,®

¢o Ur. Kenneth Cragg in the HMuslim World, April 1952, wrote, "The develop-

ment of the modern challenge to religion has placed Christianity and Islam in a
position more potential for mutual understanding than at any other point in their
mistory.!

And from the Muslim side, there is a hint as to their attitude in this footm

note in the Muslim World, July 1952, '"Moslem Union representatives are starting

on a tour of the Islamic States of the Near and Middle BEast to discuss and decide
in what way & close and effective cooperation can be achieved between Islam and

Christianity.” al Urwab 2l Wathga, Paris 1950,

THE SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES

The United States having been thrust by events into the position of leadere
ship of the free nations and forced to assume the heavy political and economic bure
dens of this position, the effsct on private American philanthropy has been marked,
In the Arab world the name "American" has acquired political connotztions which tend
to displace in the public mind the humanitarian associations of a generation agos
In the United States, the effect has been to limit considerably the funds formerly
given to philanthropic projects, whether by big givers or small, due to the effechts
of heavy taxation,

However, private giving continues and it is evident from reports of at Isast
one fund-raising firm (Marts and Iundy) that large sums may still be obbained from
individuals, Among church groups some have been able to broaden the base of their
support, increasing the number of givers of small gifts to offset the decrease in
larger individual support. By this means the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Reformed Church in America is reported to have stayed out of the red since Dr, Hilllg

death,

Une of the most encoursging aspects of support of American philanthropy by
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foundations is revealed in The experience of the Princelon Theological Seminary,
where Vice President James K. Quay has been able to turn up meny thousands of
dollars by cold canvass of foundations from mere listing. But the search for
foundations that @? include a specific dnstitubion or a project within thelr fields
of reference is painstaking and requires full~time attention to produce resulis.

The newspapers are reporting these days that many American business firms,
notably the oil companies, are including educational enterprises within their
contribution budgets. In cases such as the o0ll companies working in the Middle
Bast this is already good business, for American schools are turning out persons
gualified to be employees of these companies, as already indicated in regard to the
University of Beirut. The same applies to the shipping and air lines, though cases
of direct support are not known to be as numerous, Here again there is need for
full-time concentration on contacts with business executives that may lead to
support of educational institutionsa.

There has recently been organized the Council on Aid to Education under the
presidency of Dr. Wilson Compton and supported by the Rockefeller, Ford and Sloan
Foundationss The purpose of this Council is to promote giving to private educa~
tion by private corporations, as recent court decisions have made this increasingly
possible. This group may be eble to give great assistance to American education
abroad by their policy recommendationss

Even without detalled reports from behind the scenes, one might fairly judge
that the Point IV programs of Technical Cooperation are becoming more and more
effective as they are more fully accepted by the leaders in the countries concerned,
Egypt and most of the Arab states are actively participating in the Technical
Cooperation program of the United States, and tc a lesser extent in that of the UN,
In 1952 there were twenby-five trainees of TCA in the United States from Egypt,
AUCTs cooperation has been sought to provide a program for orienting U.S5. technical

persomnel going to the Arab states. A contract was recently negotiated and signed
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by which the 5.0.5. will give intensive courses in the Arabic language and culbure
over periods of four to six weeks to such technicians, the total cost to be met
by TC.q

As to the Fulbright program, the agreement between Zgypt and America seems to
be operating satisfactorily, For the last three years AUC has had the benefit of
professors visiting on Fulbright grambts. One was renewed for a second year. In
another case a Fulbright appointee assigned to an BEgyptian institution was trans—
ferred to AUC in the middle of the year in order to obbtain satisfactory working
conditions and student participation. Three Fulbright lecturers are now at AUG.

The United Kingdom, the United States and other countries offer many fellow-
ships and scholarships for students from other lands., An international handbook

entitled Study Abroad, published by UNESCO in 1952, consists of 36 closely printed

pages of data on fellowships, scholarships and edugational exchange, It 1z a
revelation to see the opportunities theée afforded for the promotion of internationsl
goed will and understanding as well as the pursuit of particular knowledge,

Whether the public and United Nations programs of assistance to education will
be found to justify the heavy taxes they necessitate remains to be seen, Une could
wish that private support would increase and that public undertaking might be
minimized, thus relieving the tax load, Certainly it is difficult and almost imp
posgible for individuals of modest means to contribube generously to worthy causes
when taxes are so high, Furthermore, the very size of the public programs renders
them impersonal and may even cause them to be entrenched in bureaucratic procedures
that defeat many of their purposes, But taxes are here to stay, apparently, and
there mist be some balance between the public and private support of education and
charitable philantropic undertakings,

The administration of AUC is a subject that is ripe for thorough study. Having

outgrown its swaddling clothes and passed the stage of adolescente, the University
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is now in its adulthood. The question properly may be raised, Is its administrative
procedure adequate to its impending development? At the same time any study of AUC
would be truncated without some consideration of present and possible relationships
with the Near East College Association and other organizations concerned with
educational aspects of American and Christian interest in the Near and Middle Eagt,

The Near East College Assoclation is a service organization to aid American
in the United States, These colleges are Athens College, Robert College, and

Istanbul Woman's College, the Awerican Unlvers;?y of Beirut and its International

{%’-mz‘h-l;g‘ ‘_{g “f

College, apge-Damascus Celiéz?f The office is 1ngNéw York.

The Near East Foundetion, of which Dr., Badeau is now President, Yconducts
rural improvement demonstrations, reconstruction work, and adult education in Greece,
Lebanon, Syria and Iran.®

The Near Bast Soclety is a membership "organization devoted to building mubual
understanding between the peoples of America and the Near Saste!" It is sponsored
Jointly by the Near Bast College Association and the Near Rast Foundation, Their
office is in New York and they issue a monthly "Bullebin of the Near East Socieby.?

The American Friends of the Middle Bast "is an organization which was founded
nearly twe years ago for the purpose of averting misunderstandings between the
people of the United States and the peoples of the Middle East, and to assure the
latter that we are earnestly interested in their problems, their progress énd their
friendship." Their program includes exchange of lecturers, publications, news,
cooperation with Middle Zast leaders in their loecal welfare programs, sponsorship
of activities for Middle BEast students already in the United States, and encourage—
ment of public exhibits of arts and crafts of the Middle East in American communities,

Their headguarters is in New York,
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The Middle Bast Institute In Washingion is a membership orgenizabtlion closely
agsociated with the School of Advanced International Studies of the John Hopkins
Undiversity. It conducts public forums and an annual conference on Middle Bast

problems, and publishes the Middle Bast Journal, a quarterly magazine, as well as

a newsletter, and maintains a reference Iibrary.

The Americen-BEgypbian Scecieby is composed of corporations and individuals
associated with American activities, business and philanthropic, in BEgypt. Iis
main function is to promote cordial relations between Americans and Egyptians and

™. to exchange courtesies with the Zgyptian diplomatic corps and visitors from Egypte
‘o j} . A development of recent yéars wibh greait promise is the setting up in different
. universities in the United States of courses of study focusing on certain geographi-
‘cal areas, Institutions with studies on the Near Hasi are Princeton, Columbia,

w Chicago, Johns Hopkins, Michigan, the Rice Institute, Cornell and Harvard, In these

Y v N
~, 8chools students may arrange courses of study so as to focus on the Near Bast in

2 &

~ languages, geography, history, politics, economics, international relations and

i

religion. Harvard is offering an entire graduate course on the Near Fast beginning

’7! University in Montreal also offers a Near Bast course, This posbwar expansion of

> academic studies in the current life of the Near East indicates a very hopeful
‘;:Z trend in the dinterests of the American public,
These organizations ere working hard for the same general purposes as AUC,
specially in the fields of social welfare and mubual cultural exchange, As each

gcne has its focal area or function, there is little overlapping and a great deal of
~~f,

¢ mubual sympathy and good cooperation, AUC maintains contact with them and enjoys

¥
%

i

their confidence, The individuality of AUC with its emphasis on Christian values
s
< and its distinctive position in the Muslim world sebts it a bit apart and promises
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It seems essential that the educational purposes and program of AUC should be
maintained with single~mindedness so that its emphasis is not diluted or transferred
to the emphases of these obher organizations and universities. Administrative
personnel should become acquainted, and as in the case of procurement of teachers
and arrangements for special studies, every effort should be made to exchange infor-
mation and extend cooperation., In this process there is no substitute for personal
conbacts and discussion of problems experienced by all,

AUC TN THE WORID SETTING

Any assessment of the present position of AUC must take into account the follow—
ing peointe, most of which have been discussed previously,

1ls There is a world-wide revolution in process in which Burcpean political
domination is declining; masses of people, more numsrous than ever before in history,
are showing great discontent with their econiomic, political and social conditions;
ancisnt religions are retuming from a fossilized condition and agssuming new life
and influence among their adherents; the power of modern technology, whether for
peace or for war, is no longer the exclusive possession of the Hfuropean slements;
and a subtle social polson disguised by clever euphemisms and hidden in a fog of
confusing and lying propaganda is poured forth from Communist agencies, World ordsr
and even the conbinuance of civilization are threatensd as mighty weapons and armles
are developed, whether for offense or defense,

2o The Muslim world consisting of some 366,000,000 is caught in the wvortex
of this world revolution, Political independence has beccme a deeply felt urge,
Whereas, before World War I, 73 percent of these Muslims lived under colonial regimes,
today but 14.5 percent are in dependent areas, and 85.5 percent are in independent
states, This release from Buropean controls has given these peoples new opportunities
for development according to their own ideas, Efforts are being made to develop a
Pan-XIslamic bloc of states, which could exert a very great influence throughout the

world, Muslim leaders are not indifferent to this opportunity,
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3« The Arab states are ab the center of this Islamic movement, and Egypt
is in a leading position by reason of her superior resources, human and material,

A revival of Arab-luslim culture is in process. The Arab League is showing great
vitality.

Lhe Profound and extensivs movements of social readjustment are talking
places The invasion of the tribal and village sconomles and the family by modern
technology, as already mentioned, has disturbed age-old social patterns and relation.
ships without supplying any suitable substitutes., Youbh is suffering greetly by
lack of sound guidance as the old norms give way. A prominent Bgyptian Muslin
recently remarked that z big vacuum was being created in Egyptian life as persons
with a modern education moved away from the old, medieval-type thinkers, and it was
not surprising that the vacuum was being filled by such movements as the Muslim
Brotherhood, Similarly, a prominent Turk, a product of the Kemalist regime and an
Amerlcan educabion, said that his generation had had no instruction or training in
religion due to the secularization of Tarkey, and that he was feeling the need,

"I kmow I am a Muslim," he said, "but I don't know wWhya "

5s The Christian church has a world-wide call, as never before, to mest
and resolve some of those many human problems where the attitudes of men and nations
toward each other are basic. The exemplification of the life that is Christ by
unselfish service is the best way of demonstrating the validity of one's faith,
Head-on collisions of ideologies accomplish Iittle, In the Muslim and Arab world,
the peoples have already been taught that Christianity is inferior to Islam, and
this prejudice can be overcome only by practical social demonstrations of the meaning
of the Christian way of life,

6e The state is moving forward in the Tield of soceial welfare, and the
Church no longer leads in social services, except as the service becomes 2 lieans of
translating the spirit into the daily life, The position and wealth of the state

make competition with its agencies impossible for the Church, It does not, however,
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prevent the Church from developing institutions to be examples of efficiency and
spirit and quality generally, worthy of imitation by all. Indesd, the opportunity
of the Church in this respect is unigue for it can experiment and demonstrate in
an atmosphere of freedom which is hard to achleve in the political life of the
communitye

7. The climabte of benevolent giving appears to be changing. The social
services rendered by the state and paid for by compulsory taxation have put limita-
tions on givers, as already mentioned. New sources of funds, whether private or,
perbaps, public, must be scught.

In such a world and regional setting, AUC exdists as an institution intentionally
set up to serve the pecples of the Arab world as part of the greater world of Islam.
It has tried to carry out this purpose by (1) providing for the higher education of
selected young men and women from the countries of the Hear Zast; (2} providing
means for adults from foreign lands to study the languages and culbure of the arsaj
{3) offering courses of study to adults in teacher braining and the soeial sclences;
(4) educating public opinion through lcchures and publications; and (5) conducting
research in the social sciences, These services to the commmities of the Arab
world have been gratefully recognized in many ways,

The present situation has, if anything, increased the demand for a broad inter—
national university. Libya, now independent and very greatly in need of trained
Arab leaders, the Suden sbout to beconme independent, technical assistance from the
UN, the U.5. and others, the rapid expansion of industrialization in the area, and
the necessity for growbth in every way with corresponding demands for social adjuste
ment to a modern world pressing on their borders——all these factors add to the demand
for modern education, and educabion with a Christian and social emphasis that will
help men to live and work together. The American University has a broader field

and greater demand than ever before,
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The funchion of AUC to help the psoples of this aresz to solve their social
problems, an ever—conbtinuing job, demands careful consideration as to means of
sbrengthening its present operations and of expanding its services by the addition
of other depariments, Ccordination with other educational institutions in the area
and in the United States, preparatory and posit-graduate, needs to be taken into
accountes Opportunities for service, the functions of the institution, its leader—
ship and staff, its plent and equipment, its financial resources, and the will to
do the work must all be weighed and evaluated, As mentioned in the 1912 Reportd,
"The character of the institution must in large measure depend upon constant

experiment and study,"

FUTURE POLICY

Specifically, what 1s to be done? It is obvious that the University has
evolved in a way different from the first plan. For example, in regard to evangelism,
while the spirit of the institution is Christian and Christian religious services
are held, yet there is no church atbached to the University, and no attempt is made
to §%ﬁ§;§£i§nﬁm§é%£isewany@ne. Furthermore, neither biblical theology nor law nor
enéineerin; have been given the slightest consideration as new functions to be under—
teken, Four departments do function and journalism is included in the Faculty of
Arts and Scilences. The rapid growth of state universities has reduced somewhat the
uniqueness envisaged for the Ycollegiate department.” The Near Hast is no longer
the educational wilderness that it was in 1915, AUC does not have the resocurces to
develop new departments requiring elaborate buildings and equipment. Bub, AUC must
develop new functions and seek to fulfill its mission, particularly with regard to
the kind and guality of human society in the Near Bast, 1f it is to be worthy of
its name,

As already stated the field lsast served by the loecal universities is that of
the soclal sciences, especially in regard to social research and the evolving of

methods of helping society to adjust least painfully to the almost overwhelming flood
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of new technological discoveries and inventions from the West that are sweeping in
upon the age-old patterns of life and causing many casualties, mental, spiritual
and social,

The prevention of such catastrophies could be the aim of university education
and socicloglcal research. A4s more knowledge is made available by sceial studies,
and communicated to the student body both in courses of study and personal contacts,
as well as to the commumity gencrally through lectures and publications, the original
purpose of AUC wiil be fulfilled, but by a somewhat different method, Community
orientation is the most neglected and the most vital field in which & university can
ploneer, And while it recuires skilled leadership and considerable equipment and
services, yel these can be built up gradually without arousing invidious comparisons
in the public mind regarding the operation's efficiency.

As already mentioned a beginning along these lines is being made by the Arab
League this year in ths organization in Cairo of an Institubte of Higher Arab Studies
to include ressarches in law, geography, hlstory, Arabic Iiterature, sociology and
economics. Similarly, the Ford Foundabion is making many grants to American scholars
for on~the-spot studies in the Near Bast, and is interested in getting these studies
coordinated. AUC could well undertaks some similar activities and offer to cooperatbe
with other organizations. The teaching of the social sciences, the conditioning of
student character, and the enlightenment and guidance of the total community would
be greatly advanced by such a development,

In conclusion, the following recommendations are made for consideration by the
Board of Trustees:

1. That the Board of Trustees reaffirm its purpose to develop a University
of the highest standards, intellectual, moral and splritual, to serve as a bridge of
friendliness between American Christians and the Muslim lands of the Near Zast,

rying values in both directions, and cooperating with the Arab world in the solution

Tr, and our, problems, local and global, by conveying Lo them, as one friend
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to another, those values of the Christian way of life which have rroved to be most
helpful in our own experience,

2;2; That each of the faculties of AUC be asked to review its present
cperation in the light of this study and to make recommendations as Yo how it can

be strengthened,

Lj ¥, That active measures be taken to increase the number of students from
countri;s other than Egypt, such as Irag, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arshia, Yemen, Aden,
the Persian Gulf area, the Sudan, Ebthiopia, and libya; and if necessary to seek
scholarship funds to aid them, perhaps from AUC alumnigzuwéjﬁﬂfzfiﬁég

)rf Ko That consideration be given to reopening the Iincoln School to provide
preparatory courses for foreign students wishing to enter the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences., This might be an affiliated institubion under a separate Board of Trustess
comprising largely AUC alumni, supported by them and located on the suburban cempua,

;i g§; That an approach be made to the Americen University of Beirut to allow
a cer%ain number of gualified AUC graduates each year to enter their professional
schools, medicine, phermacy, engineering, agriculture, et al, and so provide
American professional training for them in the Near Dast, f&ﬁﬁeﬁma&ﬁY?“Freﬁi&%ﬂ%
~ Benrose and. Trustes Chairman-ﬁoskins.have_giﬂen.encouragemantwﬁgwﬁhiSwidﬁar%””
¥~ 6, That a Graduate School of Soeial Studies be developed in connection
with the Ford grant, to give a Masterls degree after the first Jear of study, to
allow transfer to a university in the United States for the second Year or more to
qualify for a doctoral examination, and to spend the third year agein in AUC writing
& thesis on some area problem to offer as partial fulfillment of the requirements fop
a doctor's degree in the university attended in the United States., 4 principal pur-
pose of this graduate faculty would be to do research in social problems as waell as

teach the social sciences in the University. (Informal conversations with representae

tives of certain universities in the United States indicate that such a plan would
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'-f'b§fsympathaticalky considered by them, especially those who are offering courses of

gtudy on the

gt x};« T add e E

ar Fast and wnuld w&lcome a liaison institution in %the areao)
hat negotzatlons 5h0uid be continued with the Near Eastern govern-

menbe concerned for a recognition of our degrees in some approprizte way in ordep
for the holders to qualify for admission to rrofessional schools of the state
universities and to obtain employment in government departments,g .
Q?§g That the development of the suburban campus baw%%ééigggég, first, iﬁ
the sale éf unwanted sections which are not relevant to the Universit

@5 A, g g S
and, second, %o build up a realdﬁntlal university community iﬁT“%he”£&ﬁ@9&&%50h*“I

Ia plangj

might like to buy home sites near their Alma ﬁéﬁe:yfand obher persons whose form Gf
life would meke thelr residence congenial to a select university environment ., '

9 Tnahgthe rearganmzatlnn»af tﬁa c¢ity site be planned in connactlon with
the Scho?;/of Grleﬂtal Sﬁud?g% the Facukty of Eduaatlon,aﬁhe BlVlSlGnﬁ0f§EXteni}Ong§ .
and tng Graduate ucﬁsfgwaffSoalal atudles,“wifﬁfnacesaary new bulldlng to m%;txéha -
demunds,

10. That the necessary financial measures ba undertaken to build up the
resources of the University to give adeguate support to current operatlens, armd Lo

make possible the expansion of its services in such new endeavors as are authorized

by the Board of Trustees,
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OUTLINE OF THE STUDY BY THE COUMT

I.

I1,

IT171,

Introduction: The need for this study, and Trustees! minute

of 11~7~52,

The original purpose and plan of AUC, and trends that became
manifest in their execution, were based on -

A.

‘B,

C.

World situation in 1912 « 153 Pax Britannica, inferior

- position of non-Europeans, the "White man's burden" to

clvilize and Christianize.

Conditions in the N.E., political, social, religious, and
the zeal to convert Muslims - the Cairo and Lucknow con-
ferences, the attitudes reflected in Gairdner!s "The Re-
proach of Islam", Zwemer's writings, Innes's despatches of
1912 from Cairo, the Nile Mission Press, ete.

The U.S. attitude of detachment from foreign political
affalrs, and superlor moral position, giving the word
"American" great popularity in certain colonial areas.
The M™Cairo Christian University" was changed to "The Ameri-
can University at Cairo", ;

The assumption that missionary education was going to be a
very Influential faector in the future of the NeEe, and that
the missionary educational system needed a "capstone for the
misslonary educational pyramid®, This would be the Uni-
versity,

But, this climate began to change after World Har I, and
this change has accelerated since War IT, AUC needs to
adJust to the present reveolutionary world.

Changing conditions today affecting AUC's future:

A.

In the world as a whole =

1. Political: the decline of imperialism old style, and
the rise of imperialism new style, or communism., The
ideological cold war and the class struggle. Revolu-
tions, dictatorships, the UN,

2, Rellglous: clearer understanding of religion today and
1ts position 1n the cultural and national setting. 1Is
there a resurgence of non-Christian religlons? Signi-
ficance to Chrilstianity. The trend in the West toward
sclentific analysis and treatment of socizl problems,

CONFIDENTIAL
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IiI, A. 2+ 4andiless inclination to attribute good and evil
_ features exclusively to the religious system,

(For example, are world wars as set off and fought
anong Christian natlons 1n any way due to the
Christian ideology?) Changing emphasis in Christi-
anity from the traditional theological to more
pragmatic considerations related to the communi-
tA¢@8 way of 1life, Does Christianity possess
elements which are not found in other religions
and which can be applied to the improvement of
social, economic, and political conditions as well
as spiritual? Christian humanism, '

3s Demographic: Changing balances of populations and
econcmies. The non-Christians today are 160 per-
cent of the number they were two generations ago
(c. 1890) when the $tudent Volunteer Movement confi-
dently adopted the pledge, "the evangelization of
t?e ﬁorld in thils generation. We can do it and we
will®,

B, 1In the Near East -

l. Political insecurity, ideocloglcal resurgence, TIe-
ligious revival,

2« Economie changes, deterioration, post-war upsets,
rapild transportation and communication.

3o The Social revolution. The threat from the north.
The high importance of the Near East to Africa,
Europe and America, Israel,

4, Educatlonal changes, government expendltures, the
position of the private scheol, foreign education,
expansion of the American University of Beirut,
changing emphasis as demanded by economic changes,
industrialization, forelgn interests,

5. The area's needs in order of strategic priority,
cultural, economic, political, or other,

C. The position of the Church, Is there a change in emphasis
from extreme individualism to the group, whether the in-
group, the local community or the world community?
Attitudes toward evangelism, The use of other services,
.8+, medical, as instruments to promote evangelistic aims,
Developments in Christlan missions partieularly foreign,
Thevefreat from China. Conflicts with Romen Catholies.

CONFIDENT IAL
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The
A,

B.
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Pentacostalism and zealotry., Cooperation among churches,
The situation in the US:

1. The political position of the US in world affairs.
Is the emphasis shifting from "philanthropy" to
"politics® in the connotations of "American"? Our
"enlightened self interest and foreign reactions to
-this concept,.

2o American philanthropys donors, foundatlons, oil
companies, shipping and airlines, Point 4, Ful-
bright grants, and other governmental activities
of the US, UK, et al, The effects of increased
taxzation,

3« The administration of AUC, and its relation to the
Near East College Association, the Near East Founda-
tion, the American Friends of the Mlddle East, and
other groups focushing on the aresa,

demands of the global situation, immediate and long range:

ATC in relation to =

1. The world revolution and world order.

2. The Muslim world and reviving Islam.

'3, The Arab states,

@. Communism.

5. The Church's world mission.

6. Soclal readjustment generally.

7+ Government welfare policies.

8. Trends in giving for benevolences, private and public.

AUC as a regional institution, to educate picked young
people and public opinion, to do research particularly

in social matters, to help in planning better communi-
ties. (The long range aim that would be most productive,
might be to plan specifically to include the grand-
children of our present students and alumni, and to study
the best age for firm planting of attitudes that would
carry over for generations i1f glven constant support
throughout the years to come.) Relation to other Ameri-
can educational institutlons in the N.E. and U.S.A,

CONFIDENT TAT,
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C. What changes would need to be made, in the large and
in detail, in AUC in order to realize its ideal, and
what present functions need strengthening? New func-
tions to be added? What type of staff personnel is to
be the 1ldeal? What is the most efficient form of or-

ganization to carry out the aims? The financial pleture,
needs and rescurces. .

Ve Conclusions and recommendations, in the light of ATC's

measured capacity for the next two generations (60 years),
for the next decade and for the next year,

CONFIDENT.TAT

W. W. Clelandivls
February 3, 1953
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WRITERS OF SECTIONS

Co=-crdinator, Chairman of Committee, Cleland

Sections I, II, Cleland

Section IIT A, 1. (Edwin Wright)

Section IITI A, 2, J.R. Sizoo or ILynn H. Hough

Section III A, 3, Cleland

Section III.B, 1, 2, 3, & 5, J. S. Badeau

Section IIX B, 4, Amir Boktor or R, D, Matthews,

Section IIT C. Dr. Sizoo,

Section IIY D. 1. Dr, Badeau.

Section IIT D, 2, & 3, W. N, Madison.

Sectlon IV A, H. B, Smith,

Section IV E. & Co Cleland

Section V Cleland

The writing is to be brief and terse supported by

necessary references. Upon assembling and after editing, the re-
port will be presented to the Policy Committee for review, and
also to the University Council in Cairo for comments, A final re-

port and recommendatlons will then be presented by the Policy Con-
mittee to the Board of Trustees for action.

TIME TABLE
I, Writers! deadline, March 31, 1953.
I, Edited reports submitted to Committee &nd Council, fpril 30, 1953,
IXI, Final report to be reviewed by Policy Committee; June 15, 1953.

IV. Presentation of Policy Cormittee's report to the Board of
Trustees, August 1, 1953,

We W, Clelandsvls
February 3, 1953



